
 

 

 
STUDENT CONFERENCE ON CONSERVATION SCIENCE - BENGALURU!

www.sccs-bng.org 
 

 

2017 CONFERENCE REPORT 
 
 

COMPLIED BY 
SCCS-BNG 2017 Organizing Committee 

 

SCCS#is#strengthening#the#careers#of#young#conservation#scientists#around#the#world#
with#events#in#Bengaluru,#Beijing,#Brisbane,#Cambridge,#New#York#and#Tihany #



 

 
 

2 

TABLE&OF&CONTENTS&

OVERVIEW&.............................................................................................................................&3!

PLENARY&TALKS&......................................................................................................................&4!

ABSTRACT&SUBMISSION&AND&REVIEW&....................................................................................&6!
STUDENT!PRESENTATIONS!.................................................................................................................................................!6!
NETWORKING&&&PUBLIC&ENGAGEMENT&AT&SCCS&2017&............................................................&8!
BIRDS!OF!A!FEATHER!SESSION:!.........................................................................................................................................!8!
CAREERS!IN!CONSERVATION:!.............................................................................................................................................!9!
ART!MEETS!SCIENCE:!How!to!be!a!Fig?!........................................................................................................................!10!
FILM!SCREENING!....................................................................................................................................................................!12!
NATURE&WALKS&AT&SCCS&2017&...............................................................................................&13!
BIRD!WALKS!.............................................................................................................................................................................!13!
LORIS!WALKS!...........................................................................................................................................................................!13!
TREE!WALK!...............................................................................................................................................................................!13!
WHO’S&WHO&IN&CONSERVATION&...........................................................................................&15!

WORKSHOPS&.........................................................................................................................&17!
SHORT!WORKSHOPS!.............................................................................................................................................................!18!
LONG!WORKSHOPS!...............................................................................................................................................................!19!
SALIENT&FEATURES&OF&SCCS&2017&..........................................................................................&20!
SILENT!AUCTION!*NEW*!.........................................................................................................................................................!20!
GRAFFITI!BOARDS!*NEW*!.......................................................................................................................................................!20!
MENTORING!STUDENT!TALKS!*NEW*!..............................................................................................................................!20!
WEBSITE!.....................................................................................................................................................................................!21!
PARTICIPANT!TJSHIRTS!*NEW*&!VOLUNTEER!TJSHIRTS!.......................................................................................!21!
WASTE!MANAGEMENT!........................................................................................................................................................!21!
STUDENT&AWARDS&................................................................................................................&22!
TALK!AND!POSTER!AWARD!WINNERS!........................................................................................................................!22!
SOCIAL!MEDIA!COMPETITION!PRIZE!...........................................................................................................................!22!
FUNDING&AND&SPONSORSHIPS&..............................................................................................&23!
DONORS!......................................................................................................................................................................................!23!
BURSARIES!................................................................................................................................................................................!24!
PEOPLE&BEHIND&THE&CONFERENCE&........................................................................................&25!
CONFERENCE!TEAM!.............................................................................................................................................................!25!
WORKSHOP!RESOURCE!PERSONS!..................................................................................................................................!27!
ABSTRACT!REVIEWERS!......................................................................................................................................................!28!
STUDENT!PRESENTATION!JUDGES!................................................................................................................................!28!
VOLUNTEERS!...........................................................................................................................................................................!29!
KEY!SERVICE!PROVIDERS!..................................................................................................................................................!31!
OTHER!SUPPORT!....................................................................................................................................................................!32!
SCHEDULE&.............................................................................................................................&33!
 
.  



 

 
 

3 

OVERVIEW 
 
The Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS) – Bengaluru 2017 was held 
from September 21st - 24th, bringing together students and young researchers in the 
science and practice of biodiversity conservation. SCCS first originated in Cambridge 18 
years ago. The first SCCS sister conference began in Bengaluru, moving on to become 
an annual event since 2010. Today, there are SCCS sister conferences the world over in 
Beijing, Bengaluru, Brisbane, Cambridge, New York and Tihany.  
 
SCCS-Bengaluru facilitates interaction, encourages exchange of research ideas and 
methods, sharing of knowledge and experience related to conserving wildlife and helps 
build contacts and capacity. Our geographic focus is countries from Africa, South and 
South-East Asia. This year, we had 350 participants with 30 foreign participants from 5 
countries. The largest contingent of foreign participants was from Sri Lanka.   
 

 
Study locations of SCCS 2017 student presenters 

 
This was the 8th edition of the conference. It was was a four-day event, with a format 
similar to the previous edition, tweaked based on feedback from the previous edition’s 
participants. SCCS 2017 was inaugurated by Rohini Balakrishnan (Chairperson, Centre 
for Ecological Sciences, IISc), Uma Ramakrishnan (Faculty, National Centre for 
Biological Sciences) and Suhel Quader (Director, Nature Conservation Foundation). We 
had 6 plenary talks, 15 student talks, 70 student posters, and 45 workshops this year. 
After inaugural plenary talk on Day 1, we had a themed networking session for 
students, titled ‘Birds of a Feather’. Days 1, 2 and 4 featured short workshops (14:00-
16:30), while Day 3 consisted of long workshops (09:00 to 16:00) followed by a special 
movement piece open to general public, titled “How to be a Fig?”. This project was a 
collaboration between our Bengaluru-based volunteers, students, scientist and artists 
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from the ArtEcology Initiative. This was extremely well received, with more than 580 
people attending the event. The ‘Conservation Careers: A Wide Spectrum’ session and a 
film screening of “Manas – Return of the Giants” were open to general public and very 
well received. Bird walks, tree walks and Loris walks were conducted early in the 
morning and late evenings on IISc campus. Each year, these walks are very popular 
amongst the conference participants and slots get filled up instantly. 
 
SCCS-Bengaluru is unique in that it is organized by a consortium of institutions and 
supported by a much wider set of institutions and individuals. This model has enabled 
us to run the conference efficiently, to control costs and draw upon a wide and diverse 
range of expertise and resources. 

PLENARY TALKS 
 
Our plenary speakers this year were:  

1.! Amanda Vincent, a marine biologist and conservationist at UBC Fisheries Centre 
at the University of British Columbia (Canada), who talked about her own 
conservation research journey study which started as basic ecological studies and 
morphed into work on global trade policy. 
Attendance: 310 

2.! Diogo Verissimo, a biologist turned social marketer, who talked about the ethical 
implications of designing behaviour change interventions and presented ways 
forward for more meaningful behaviour change interventions. Diogo has also 
participated in SCCS-Bengaluru previously as a student presenter. 
Attendance: 360 

3.! S. P. Singh, a senior scientist at the Indian National Science Academy (Delhi), 
who gave an overview of climate change in relation to Himalayas with a focus on 
studies on forests and trees. 
Attendance: 330 

4.! Madhu Ramnath, a botanist, anthropologist and writer, who narrated his 
experiences of living with the Durwa and Koitoor communities and gave his 
outlook on looking at conservation as a part of a lifestyle, instead of removed 
from it.  
Attendance: 376 

5.! Sanjeeva Pandey, a member of the Indian Forest Service (IFS), asked whether 
alternative livelihood development can be used as a strategy for long term 
conservation of biodiversity at the Great Himalayan National Park, based on his 
experience of working as an IFS officer for over two decades. 
Attendance: 350 

6.! Bahar Dutt, a television journalist, environmental columnist, author and editor, 
spoke about the power of telling stories in order to save the planet.  
Attendance: 450 
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Videos of these plenary talks will be made available online  

on the SCCS-Bengaluru YouTube Channel. 
 

 
 

 
Students began the conference with some 
introspection & soul-searching questions 

 

 
Amanda Vincent enthralling the students with 

her own conservation journey 

 
Bahar Dutt talking about the role of  

telling stories to save the planet 
 

 
A participant from the audience  

asks a question 
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION AND REVIEW 
 
We received 101 abstract submissions, which is a higher number than last year. Each 
abstract was evaluated by at least three external reviewers. We selected 94 abstracts for 
the conference that were assessed to be of fairly good quality. Of these, we selected 15 
from diverse locations and fields to be presented as student talks, while the remaining 
were selected for student posters. We finally had 70 poster presentations as some of the 
selected participants could not make it for the conference. 
 
The list of abstract reviewers is given later in this report. We sincerely thank them for 
their help and support. 
 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
We continued with the tradition of having a single talk session (no parallel sessions) at a 
time with 15 minutes allotted for each student talk. Talks were broadly grouped into 3 
broad themes – Oceans, Forests and Mammals – and scheduled such that they matched 
with the subjects of the plenary talks on the respective days. 
 
Students gave presentations on a variety of topics, including growth of commercial 
fisheries in India, human-animal conflict in marine landscapes, effect of climate change 
on vegetation, informing conservation impacts through genetic studies and examining 
how gender affects attitude towards large carnivores in trans-Himalayan landscape. 
While these are highlights of talks on research by Indian students, talks by students 
from Sri Lanka and USA were also scheduled. Chaminda Alahakoon studied the role of 
smoke water in seed germination of 18 native trees from Sri Lanka, where 
anthropogenic fires are a major threat to plant diversity. He found that smoke water 
and Karrikin can be used to promote seed germination of certain species. Daniel Read 
from USA carried out a sociological study in the Indian state of Maharashtra, to 
examine the variation in people’s beliefs about the legitimacy of conservation 
regulations. He found out that practitioners should acknowledge and mitigate the 
trade-offs that come with how they frame these programs, so as not to privilege one 
interpretation of the program and marginalize others.  
 
There were 70 student posters on display on various broad topics such as Conservation, 
Biodiversity, Ecology, Taxonomy, Habitats, Behaviour, Community based studies, 
Human-wildlife conflict and Habitat fragmentation. 
 
A detailed list of student talks and posters can be found in the day-wise conference 
schedule at the end of this report. 
 



 

 

  
 

Student talks 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Student Poster Sessions  



 

 
 

8 

NETWORKING & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AT SCCS 2017 
 
Increasing public awareness about conservation issues is a mainstay of the conference –
and an important way in which it differs from other conferences. The evening plenary 
talks by Diogo Verissimo, Madhu Ramnath and Bahar Dutt were open to the public. 
These talks were announced widely through posters within Bengaluru and also on 
social media. Apart from the popular plenary talks, we had 4 other sessions, with a 
focus on networking and also on engaging with non-specialist audiences and 
promoting interactions across disciplines. 
 
BIRDS OF A FEATHER SESSION: 
Based on feedback from previous years, this year on Day 1 of SCCS 2017 we had a 
dedicated networking session called ‘Birds of a Feather’. This session was meant as an 
icebreaker and to provide space and time for networking with other participants and 
resource people working in the participant’s area of interest. 
 

Volunteers forming flocks 
 

 
A small flock 

 

 
Flocks of all shapes and sizes, with their ‘Leader birds’ 

 
�We identified in advance a few broad conservation themes, which allowed 
participants and resource people to group together during this session. We wanted to 
encourage and facilitate participants with specific research ideas/ interests to submit 
their own topics, meet each other and forge collaborations. We also encouraged 
participants to use SCCS Bengaluru’s Facebook and Twitter handles to form their own 
interest groups and pose research queries and interests. � A number of conservation 
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scientists attend SCCS every year and we encouraged their participation during this 
session. Some of the proposed conservation themes for the Birds of a Feather session 
were: 
 
1. Animal Behaviour (Ethology) 
2. Ornithology 
3. Chemical Ecology/ Plant-Animal Interactions 
4. Community participation/based conservation and outreach 
5. Ecosystem services and functions 
6. Freshwater biology: rivers and wetlands 
7. Human-wildlife interactions/conflict 
8. Marine ecology 
9. Population genetics/ phylogenetics/ molecular ecology 
10. Remote sensing and land use change 
11. Indigenous technical/ ecological knowledge 
12. Semi-arid landscapes 
13. Ecological restoration 
14. Disease ecology 
15. Urban ecology 
 
For each “flock”, we identified at least one resource person as a “leader bird” from 
amongst the pool of resource persons or PhD students known to the organisers. These 
focus groups were provided space and time to network amongst themselves. 
Participants were given the choice to migrate between flocks, if they chose to do so. 
 
CAREERS IN CONSERVATION: 
Based on the feedback from last year, this year we organised once again an hour-long 
moderated panel discussion open to the public, on careers in conservation. Our hope 
was to introduce students to the diversity of careers that exist and to give them the 
opportunity to interact with invited panelists who work and contribute to different 
aspects of conservation. For students who are mostly ecologists and conservation 
biologists early in their academic careers, we had hoped that this session would enable 
them to think beyond the traditional research-related careers. 
On Day 1, we had a panel discussion titled ‘Conservation Careers : A Wide Spectrum’, 
which was attended by 370+ people. Responses on social media can vouch for the fact 
that the participants found this extremely helpful. The session began with a broad 
introduction about the wide variety of careers that one can pursue under the umbrella 
of conservation. Following this, the panelists – who were chosen as a representative 
sample of the major careers commonly observed in conservation circles – were 
introduced, following which they answered questions that were pre-collected from the 
audience, based on a prior survey. The main panelists included:  

1.! Deep Contractor: a member of the Indian Forest Services (IFS) since 2011, and 
currently DCF and Joint Director Karnataka Forest Academy.  

2.! Bijal Vachharajani: works as an editor with Pratham Books and writes about 
education for sustainable development. 

3.! Ravi Chellam: at the time of the panel discussion, Ravi was serving as Executive 
Director at Greenpeace India, and currently! he is Chief Executive Officer, 
Metastring Foundation.. He has been involved with wildlife research, education 
and conservation since the early 1980s. 
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4.! Amanda Vincent: is a marine biologist and conservationist. She holds the Canada 
Research Chair in Marine Conservation at the UBC Fisheries Centre at the 
University of British Columbia, Canada. 

5.! Robin Vijayan: is an Assistant Professor at IISER Tirupati. 
 
Apart from the above panellists, we had the following additional panellists who 
also answered questions during the interaction session after the initial panel 
discussion:  

6.! Abhijit Zacharia: Manager (Sustainability Group, Ecology and Education) at 
WIPRO 

7.! Kalyan Varma: Photographer & wildlife filmmaker 
8.! Kulbhushan Suryavanshi: Scientist with Nature Conservation Foundation 
9.! Arshiya Bose: Entrepreneur and owner at ‘Black Baza Coffee’ 

 

      
 
 
ART MEETS SCIENCE: How to be a Fig? 
 
This year we executed a successful experiment of collaboration between artists, students 
and scientists. On Day 3, the movement piece ‘How to be a Fig?’ was presented to a 
huge audience of 580 people. At its core this was a presentation of scientific concepts 
which used human movement and music as a medium of presentation, instead of the 
traditional media such as powerpoint presentations or whiteboard talks.  
ArtEcology is a collective of artists and scientists who have come together to create 
environmental awareness through art. It acts as a platform to bring together all such 
individuals who are using art as a medium to create awareness about ecology and 
environment. ‘How to be a Fig?’ - is a collaborative project between scientists and 
artists. Inspired by Mike Shanahan’s book on fig trees titled “Ladders to Heaven”, this 
movement piece aimed to unravel the mystery of these magnificent trees. The artists 
aimed to express through the human body the complex role that Ficus trees play in the 
ecosystem.  This project has brought together people from diverse backgrounds with a 
common thread that connects them all – their love for trees. The performers were an 
eclectic bunch of individuals belonging to professions ranging from science to cycling 
and art to engineering; a lot of them were also volunteers at SCCS. While a few of them 
are trained in some form of movement, for many it was a new experience, to move on 
stage. Communicating science through movement was a first time experience for all the 
participants.  
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How to be a Fig? 
Concept: Abhisheka Krishnagopal 

Choreography: Veena Basavarajaiah 
Text: Mike Shanahan 

Narration: Vignesh Venkateswaran 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

More photos of the ‘How to be a Fig?’ event are available on our Facebook Page.  
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FILM SCREENING 
 
On Day 4, We screened a short documentary film “Manas – Return of the Giants”, 
directed by Praveen Singh and Martin Dohrn. The film depicts the processes of loss and 
slow recovery of Manas National Park – a world heritage site. This was followed by an 
interaction session with the director, Praveen Singh. 
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NATURE WALKS AT SCCS 2017 
 
 
BIRD WALKS 
Early morning bird walks on the IISc campus were conducted on Days 2 & 3 of SCCS-
2017. There were about 20 participants on each day.  
Ramit Singal and Pronoy Baidya facilitated these walks. This is the beginning of the 
migration season for birds in southern India. Ebird checklists were compiled for each of 
these days: 
Day 2 - https://ebird.org/india/view/checklist/S39325649  
Day 3 - https://ebird.org/india/view/checklist/S39340225 
 
 
LORIS WALKS 
On behalf of Urban Slender Loris Project (USLP) ‘Loris walk’ was conducted during 
Days 2 & 3 of SCCS. USLP is a citizen science initiative to map the current and past 
distribution of lorises and also study their ecology in an urban and changing 
environment. The slender loris is a small nocturnal primate found only in Sri Lanka and 
Southern India. They are arboreal and require continuous forest canopy. A large 
proportion of the slender loris population in Bengaluru is found on IISc campus. 
 
The loris walks during SCCS 2017 were conducted inside IISc campus along the 
roadside. 30 participants on each day were split into two groups and were led by the 
core team members of USLP. On both days of the walk, many lorises were spotted 
using their characteristic ‘eye shine’, and loris calls were heard from various levels of 
the vegetation. 
 
Six USLP core team members lead these walks including Soumya K V, Arun V, Rajeev 
B, Vidisha K, Hari Prakash, Sheshadri. The purpose of the walk was to familiarise the 
participants with this elusive nocturnal primate that is found within the IISc campus. 
 
 
TREE WALK 
The primary aim of the tree walk organised by Navendu Page on the Day 2 of SCCS 
was to get the participants familiar with the process of tree identification or more 
precisely the process of distinguishing one species from the other, and without getting 
bogged down by the intimidating glossary of botanical terms and Latin names. 
 
In an hour-long walk, 15 participants with varied backgrounds walked through a small 
part of IISc campus looking at all different species of trees that they encountered along 
the way. Taking a slightly different approach from a conventional tree walk, this walk 
focused on giving the participants a different perspective of looking at trees, and gave 
them some tips they will find useful to distinguish different plant species not just in IISc 
but any place inhabited by trees. 
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Early morning bird walk 

 
Participants assemble for the late evening  

loris walks at IISc 
 

 

 
The stage is set! 
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WHO’S WHO IN CONSERVATION 
 
The Who's Who in Conservation session provides a platform for conservation agencies 
including NGOs, research institutions and university departments to showcase their 
work.  
 
This session provides an opportunity for conference participants to learn about the 
work of these agencies as well as discuss possible career opportunities and collaborative 
work.  

 

 
 

Scenes from some of the stalls at the Who’s Who in Conservation session at SCCS 2017 
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This year, we had 22 Who’s Who participants, with a mix of conservation action groups, 
NGOs, magazines and research institutions: 
 

1 Black Baza Coffee Co. www.blackbazacoffee.com 

2 Centre for Ecological Sciences www.ces.iisc.ac.in 

3 Conservation Leadership Programme www.conservationleadershipprogramme.org 

4 Current Conservation currentconservation.org 

5 Dakshin Foundation www.dakshin.org 

6 Equitable Tourism Options (EQUATIONS) http://www.equitabletourism.org/ 

7 Greenpeace India www.greenpeace.org/india 

8 IpsaWonders https://www.facebook.com/ipsawonders/ 

9 Kalpavriksh http://www.kalpavriksh.org/ 

10 Know Your Fish http://knowyourfish.org.in/ 

11 Madras Crocodile Bank Trust /  
Center For Herpetology www.madrascrocodilebank.org 

12 Nature Conservation Foundation www.ncf-india.org 

13 Ravi Sankaran Inlaks Foundation http://www.ravisankaran.org/ 

14 SPROUTS Environment Trust www.sproutsenvttrust.org.in 

15 Tara Books tarabooks.com 

16 Technology for Wildlife www.techforwildlife.com 

17 WILD OTTERS www.wildotters.com 

18 Wildlife Research and Conservation Society www.wrcsindia.org 

19 Wildlife Trust of India www.wti.org.in 

20 WWF-India http://www.wwfindia.org/ 

21 Wildlife SOS India www.wildlifesos.org/  
22 Wildlife Conservation Trust www.wildlifeconservationtrust.org/   
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WORKSHOPS 
 
The skill-based and capacity building workshops offered at SCCS have always been the 
highlight of the conference. This year we had 14 long workshops, and 32 short 
workshops. Long workshops were held from 09:00 - 16:00 on Day 3 of SCCS, while the 
short workshops were conducted from 14:00 - 16:30 on the remaining three days. We 
made it a point to have at least one workshop every day, which had no cap on the 
number of participants, keeping the spot-registered participants in mind.  
 
In order to expand the range of workshops offered at SCCS, there was a call for 
workshop proposals on our website as well as social media handles. Nineteen 
workshops were new and conducted for the first time this year and have been 
highlighted in the list of workshops on the following pages.  
 
A majority of the workshops received tremendous positive feedback from participants. 
A large subset of participants found that attending workshops of their choice enhanced 
their understanding of the subject and/or equipped them with additional skill sets. As 
is the norm each year, feedback from individual workshops was collected from the 
participants, which was forwarded to the respective resource persons. 
 

 
Conservation story-telling with 
photography by Kalyan Varma 

 

 
Translating marine science into policy by 

Amanda Vincent

 
Diversity in animal genders and sexuality by Priya Iyer 
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SHORT WORKSHOPS 
S.#
No.# SHORT#WORKSHOPS# PRIMARY##

RESOURCE#PERSON#
1" Basics!of!Photography! Prasenjeet!Yadav!

2" Research!Design!for!Ecological!Studies! Kavita!Isvaran!

3"
The!challenge!of!coordinating!conservation!for!Asia’s!Critically!

Endangered!Vultures.!Lessons!and!application!for!other!

conservation!examples.!

Chris!Bowden!

4" Making!effective!presentations! Yateendra!Joshi!

5" When!and!how!to!use!social!science!for!conservation!
*NEW*

! Divya!Karnad!

6" Business!&!Biodiversity!O!an!India!Perspective! Yashada!Kulkarni!

7" Basics!of!Spider!Taxonomy!
*NEW*

! Manju!Siliwal!

8" Panel!Discussion:!‘The!Long!Format!narrative:!Nature,!

conservation!writing!and!the!writer’!–!A!conversation!
*NEW*

!

Pankaj!Sekhsaria!(as!the!panel!

discussion!moderator)!

9" The!study!of!Animal!behaviour!and!its!applications!for!

conservation!
Samira!Agnihotri!

10" Effectively!managing!and!working!with!people! Vena!Kapoor!

11" Ecosystem!services:!Introduction!to!concepts!&!assessments!
*NEW*

!
Ranjini!Murali!

12" Conservation!storyOtelling!with!photography! Kalyan!Varma!

13" Social!science!methods!in!Conservation!Research! Rajkamal!Goswami!

14" Wikipedia!for!Conservationists.!Why!and!how?!
*NEW*

! P.!Jeganathan!

15" Introduction!to!regression!analysis!
*NEW*

! Suhel!Quader!

16" Translating!marine!science!into!policy!
*NEW*

! Amanda!Vincent!

17" Writing!competitive!grant!applications!
*NEW*

! Andrea!Phillott!

18" Diversity!in!animal!genders!and!sexuality!
*NEW*

! Priya!Iyer!

19" Conservation!Marketing:!Can!you!sell!nature!like!you!sell!soap?!
*NEW*

!
Diogo!Verissimo!

20" Interacting!with!Data!for!Beginners:!exploratory!analysis!in!R!
*NEW*

!
Aniruddha!Marathe!

21" The!complexity!and!variety!in!human!large!carnivore!

interactions!in!India!
*NEW*

!
Nikit!Surve!

22" Panel!Discussion:!Citizen!Science!for!ecology!in!India!O!

Experiences,!opportunities,!challenges!
*NEW*

!

Pankaj!Sekhsaria!(as!the!panel!

discussion!moderator)!

23" Managing!CameraOtrap!data!with!CamtrapR! Aditya!Malagaonkar!

24" Conservation!Policy! Neha!Sinha!

25" Neutral!Theory!and!its!application!in!conservation!genetics! Ranajit!Das!

26" NewOage!mechanisms!to!achieve!nonOprotected!area!focused!

conservation!
*NEW*

!
Anand!Pendharkar!

27" Field!experiments:!a!tool!in!plant!ecology!research!
*NEW*

! Priyanka!Runwal!

28" Language!&!Ecology!–!Communicating!Nature!Through!Local!

Languages!
P.!Jeganathan!

29" Using!theatre!and!drama!in!conservation!
*NEW*

! Vikram!Sridhar!

30" Why!and!how!of!primate!census!and!survey! Narayan!Sharma!

31" Freshwater!fish!conservation:!Bringing!an!obscure!taxa!to!the!

public!eye!
V.V.!Binoy!

32" Writing!for!Researchers!
*NEW*

! Karthik!Ramaswamy!
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LONG WORKSHOPS 
 
S.#
No.# LONG#WORKSHOPS# PRIMARY#

RESOURCE#PERSON#
1" Writing!Grants!and!Fellowships!in!Ecological!Sciences! Sabuj!Bhattacharyya!

2" Occupancy!sampling,!modelling!and!estimation:!what,!why!and!how?! Varun!R.!Goswami!

3" Design!thinking!for!conservation!
*NEW*

! Deepta!Sateesh!

4" Finding!Common!Ground!O!Landscape!Planning!and!the!Conservation!

Sciences!
Peeyush!Sekhsariya!

5" Using!OpenDataKit! Shashank!Srinivasan!

6" Applications!of!open!source!geospatial!tools!in!Wildlife!conservation!and!

Natural!resource!management!
*NEW*

!
Ravichandra!Mondreti!

7" Animal!handling!and!basic!taxonomy!of!amphibians!and!reptiles! Varad!B.!Giri!

8" Conducting!Social!Research!for!Conservation!Planning! Bibhu!Nayak!

9" Elements!of!study!design!in!ecology! Kavita!Isvaran!

10" Four!ways!to!tell!a!science!story!using!your!smartphone! Pavithra!Sankaran!

11" How!R!you!doing?!Using!the!R!platform!for!managing!and!analyzing!

ecological!datasets!
Sandeep!Pulla!

12" Introduction!to!GIS!&!RS!using!Quantum!GIS! R.!S.!Bhalla!

13" Bird!Ringing!for!Science!&!Conservation! Farah!Ishtiaq!
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SOME FEATURES OF SCCS 2017 
 
SILENT AUCTION *NEW*  
This year we experimented with the silent auction – which is a great way to raise funds, 
as well as add an element of fun while acting as a point of networking for participants 
and volunteers. Prior to the conference, participants were informed that they could 
bring any conservation-related objects (such as books, handmade articles, mugs, etc.), 
which they donate for the auctions. Participants bid on individual bidding-sheets with 
certain rules. On the last day of the conference, the auction was closed. We collected 
INR 11,000 through this new initiative! The plan is to use these funds for student-
bursaries for the next edition of SCCS. 
 

 
A participant bids on the most  
popular item on the auction list 

 

 
Volunteers manning the auction desks 

 
GRAFFITI BOARDS *NEW* 
Another new experiment, where the participants could doodle on the boards, provide 
feedback, suggestions or even ask questions. This was a big success, in spite of the 
boards being set up on the last day. Next year, this can be better structured for 
improved efficacy.  
 
MENTORING STUDENT TALKS *NEW* 
Based on the feedback from past editions, we aimed to improve the quality of talks 
given by students. Over the years, we have observed that more often than not, students 
at SCCS-Bengaluru are speaking in front of such a huge audience probably for the first 
time. Doing this can sometimes be very intimidating, especially if it is the student’s the 
first time. 
Out of the 15 talk-presenters, 10 students expressed a wish to use this opportunity. By 
seeking help from mentors (mostly all PhD students based out of Bengaluru, identified 
by the Abstracts working group), we matched mentors and mentees a month before the 
conference. Following this, the matched pairs worked independently. The mentees gave 
extremely favourable feedback for this process, which was also reflected in the boost in 
talk-quality and presentation skills, as expressed by the talk judges.  
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WEBSITE 
In an effort to go paperless, everything from participant registration, abstract 
submission and review, to workshop registration was done online via the SCCS 
website. 
This year too we received positive feedback on two key website features - the reviewer 
dashboard, and workshop organiser dashboard which was designed as part of the 
website feature. The former allowed abstract reviewers to sign into the website to view 
and score abstracts assigned to them. The latter allowed workshop organisers to view 
the participants registered for their workshops and gave them the ability to upload 
resource materials as well as email the registered participants directly.  
 
PARTICIPANT T-SHIRTS *NEW*& VOLUNTEER T-SHIRTS  
T-shirts were designed especially for volunteers, which made them easier to spot and 
approach for help in the crowd at SCCS 2017. In addition, these t-shirts made for a great 
memento after the conference! Additionally, due to popular demand from previous 
years, we designed and arranged for the sale of separate T-shirts for the participants, 
which was very well received.  
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT  
Being a conservation conference, we ensure that we reduce the waste that we generate 
and manage our waste responsibly. Disposable packaging, plates, cups and cutlery 
were strictly avoided. Food left over from lunches and dinners was picked up by our 
caterers and distributed to local agencies, which relay this food to needy persons and 
local organisations such as orphanages.  
 
All the presenters, participants and volunteers were given the option, and were highly 
encouraged to opt for e-certificates this SCCS. This initiative was positively received 
and many opted for e-certificates. We also requested all participants to return the plastic 
pouches and lanyards from their nametags, to be reused at next year’s conference.  
  



 

 
 

22 

STUDENT AWARDS  
 
Evaluators chose three noteworthy/exceptional talks and three poster presentations. 
Ranks were not given – instead only the top 3 candidates (each for talks and posters) 
were announced. Evaluators took cognizance of different attributes of the study 
including academic rigour, enterprise of the researcher, novelty of the research, the 
background in which the research was conducted and potential impact the research 
may have on conservation research, practice and/or its discourse – all important factors 
that go into making conservation research relevant and important in the real world. The 
above criteria were provided as pointers and not as a prescriptive list; referees decided 
amongst them what attributes they thought were important, based on which they 
evaluated the presentations. 
 
Additionally, evaluators were also requested to provide written/online feedback to 
each individual presenter ranging from their presentation style, the quality of their 
science, research and conservation recommendations, and the improvements they 
suggested.  
 
All talks were evaluated by a single panel, while different groups of evaluators 
reviewed the posters in different themes. 
 
Hari Sridhar and Abishek Harihar coordinated the entire process. 
 
TALK AND POSTER AWARD WINNERS 
Exceptional talks: 
Tanvi Vaidyanathan, Himanshu Chattani, Sushant Potdar 
 
Exceptional posters: 
Nikita Zachariah, Ashni Kumar Dhawale, Dilani Rachitra Kalavila Vithanage 
 
Cash prizes, books (sponsored by Tara Books) and calendars (by Nature Conservation 
Foundation) were given to the 6 candidates. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA COMPETITION PRIZE 
In order to boost online participation from students, we announced and awarded a cash 
prize and memento for the winner of the Tweeting competition with the hashtag: 
#SCCSBNG.  
The winner of this competition was Sakshi Rana 
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FUNDING AND SPONSORSHIPS 
 
SCCS-Bengaluru is developing long-term relationships with many of its donors and is 
glad to be supported by a diverse set of institutions and individuals. Nature 
Conservation Foundation principally managed the finances for SCCS 2017, with 
additional support from Foundation for Ecological Security, Asian Nature Conservation 
Foundation, National Centre for Biological Sciences and Indian Institute of Science.  
 
SCCS-Bengaluru 2017 had a budget of Rs. 36,50,000.  A#pie#chart#below#gives#the#breakA
up#of#expenditure#we#had#incurred#to#conduct#the#conference.#We gratefully 
acknowledge the financial support we received from the donors listed below. 
 
DONORS 
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Breakup of expenditure incurred during SCCSBNG-2017 

 
 
We also gratefully acknowledge in-kind support from the following individuals and 
organisations: 
1.! Tara books – Book prizes for student presentation winners 
2.! Prasenjeet Yadav – Photography  
3.! Indian Academy of Sciences - Hostel facilities 
4.! Indian Institute of Science - On-campus accommodation and workshop venues 
5.! National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) Meetings office – Visa processes 
6.! Centre for Ecological Sciences (IISc), NCBS, Nature Conservation Foundation, 

Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and Environment, and Dakshin Foundation – 
Volunteers 

 
BURSARIES 
 
With the support of our donors, the conference provided partial travel reimbursements 
to student presenters to attend the conference from their hometowns. This year SCCS-
BNG has supported 38 Indian students and 32 foreign students to attend the conference. 
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PEOPLE BEHIND THE CONFERENCE 
 
The eighth edition of SCCS-BNG was largely successful due to excellent assistance and 
support of key people.  
 
We were supported by a fairly large team of 70 volunteers from institutions located in 
Bengaluru (ATREE, IISc, Dakshin Foundation, NCBS, NCF and few local colleges).  Our 
volunteers were vital as in previous years for the efficient running of the conference and 
their names are listed later in this report. 
 
CONFERENCE TEAM 
 
Organising Committee: 

1.! Abinand Reddy (Nature Conservation Foundation)  
2.! Abishek Harihar (Panthera) 
3.! Arshiya Bose (Black Baza Coffee Co.) 
4.! Kavita Isvaran (Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science) 
5.! Krishnapriya Tamma (Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science) 
6.! Ravi Chellam (Greenpeace India) 
7.! R Sukumar (Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science) 
8.! Shomen Mukherjee (Azim Premji University) 
9.! Tarsh Thekaekara (The Shola Trust) 

 
Administrative and Support team: 

1.! Shreekant Deodhar (Conference Administrator) 
2.! S. Nirmala (Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science) 
3.! Bhavya S. (National Centre for Biological Sciences) 
4.! Bhavya R. (National Centre for Biological Sciences) 
5.! Latha K.S. (National Centre for Biological Sciences) 
6.! K. P. Pandian (National Centre for Biological Sciences) 
7.! Thomas George (Foundation for Ecological Security) 
8.! M. O. Sriram (Asian Nature Conservation Foundation) 
9.! Shivanandan Lakshmanan (Greenpeace India) 
10.!Gokul Bhirman (Freelancer, website support) 

 
Advisory Committee: 

1.! M.D. Madhusudan (Nature Conservation Foundation) 
2.! Suhel Quader (Nature Conservation Foundation) 
3.! Kartik Shanker (Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment) 
4.! Firoz Ahmed (Aaranyak) 
5.! Deepak Apte (Bombay Natural History Society) 
6.! Ghazala Shahabuddin (Researcher and Consultant in Biodiversity; Senior Fellow, 

Centre for Ecology, Development and Research (CEDAR)) 
7.! Krithi Karanth (Associate Conservation Scientist, Wildlife Conservation Society 

(USA)) 
8.! Mewa Singh (Mysore University) 
9.! Advait Edgaonkar (Indian Institute of Forest Management) 
10.!Asmita Kabra (Ambedkar University Delhi) 
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11.!Nitin Rai (Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment) 
12.!Rhys Green (SCCS - Cambridge) 
13.!V.B. Mathur (Wildlife Institute of India) 
14.!Ravi Bhalla (Foundation for Ecological Research, Advocacy and Learning) 
15.!Uma Ramakrishnan (National Centre for Biological Sciences) 
16.!Sejal Worah (WWF-India) 
17.!Gopi Sundar (International Crane Foundation and Nature Conservation 

Foundation) 
18.!K.V. Devi Prasad (Head, Dept. of Ecology and Environmental Sciences, 

Pondicherry University) 
19.!Kamal Bawa (University of Massachusetts & Ashoka Trust for Research in 

Ecology and the Environment) 
20.!Shomita Mukherjee (Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History, 

Coimbatore) 
 
 

 
 

A full house! 
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WORKSHOP RESOURCE PERSONS 
 

1.! Aditya Malgaonkar 
2.! Advait Edgaonkar 
3.! Akshay Khandekar 
4.! Amanda Vincent 
5.! Anand Pendharkar 
6.! Andrea Phillott 
7.! Aniruddha Marathe 
8.! Anisha Jayadevan 
9.! Aravind Madhyastha 
10.!Aritra Kshettry 
11.!Bibhu Nayak 
12.!Binoy V V 
13.!Chris Bowden 
14.!Deepta Sateesh 
15.!Devcharan Jathanna 
16.!Diogo Verissimo 
17.!Divya Karnad 
18.!Divya Vasudev 
19.!Farah Ishtiaq 
20.!Gururaja K. V. 
21.!Imran Siddiqui 
22.!Iravatee Majgaonkar 
23.!Jaideep Joshi 
24.!Jeganathan P. 
25.!Johny Stephen 
26.!Joyshree Chanam 
27.!Kalyan Varma 
28.!Karthik Ramaswamy 
29.!Kartik Shanker 
30.!Kavita Isvaran 
31.!Manju Siliwal 
32.!Marianne Manuel 
33.!Meera Rajesh 
34.!Mohan Rao 
35.!Monica Kaushik 
36.!Narayan Sharma 
37.!Naveen Namboothri 
38.!Naveen Thayyil 
39.!Neelesh Dahanukar 
40.!Neha Sinha 
41.!Nikhil Gaitonde 
42.!Nikit Surve 
43.!Nishant Srinivasaiah 

44.!Nitin Saxena 
45.!Ovee Thorat 
46.!Pankaj Sekhsaria 
47.!Pavithra Sankaran 
48.!Peeyush Sekhsariya 
49.!Prarthana Gupta 
50.!Prasenjeet Yadav 
51.!Prashanth N. S. 
52.!Priya Iyer 
53.!Priyanka Runwal 
54.!Rajat Nayak 
55.!Rajeev Raghavan 
56.!Rajkamal Goswami 
57.!Ramit Singal 
58.!Ranajit Das 
59.!Ranjini Murali 
60.!Ravi S Bhalla 
71.!Ravichandra Mondreti 
72.!Sabuj Bhattacharyya 
73.!Samira Agnihotri 
74.!Sandeep Pulla 
75.!Upasana Sarraju 
76.!Shashank Srinivasan 
77.!Shweta Shivakumar 
78.!Siby Philip 
79.!Sreedhar Vijayakrishnan 
80.!Sudhir Choudhury 
81.!Suhel Quader 
82.!Suresh Babu 
83.!Swamynathan B 
84.!Swati Sahasrabudhe 
85.!Swati Sidhu 
86.!Tarun Nair 
87.!Theodore Baskaran 
88.!Unmesh Katwate 
89.!Urbashi Pradhan 
90.!Varad Giri 
91.!Varun Goswami 
92.!Vena Kapoor 
93.!Vikram Sridhar 
94.!Yashada Kulkarni 
95.!Yateendra Joshi 
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ABSTRACT REVIEWERS 
 
1.! Aarti Sridhar 
2.! Abi Tamim Vanak 
3.! Advait Edgaonkar 
4.! Anand Kumar Mavatur 
5.! Anish Andheria 
6.! Anuradha Bhat 
7.! Bharath Sundaram 
8.! Bilal Habib 
9.! Budhaditya Das 
10.!Deepak Barua 
11.!Devi Prasad 
12.!Farah Ishtiaq 
13.!G. Umapathy 
14.!Geetha Ramaswami 
15.!Ghazala Shahabuddin 
16.!Hari Sridhar 
17.!Harini Nagendra 
18.!Jayashree Ratnam 
19.!Joyshree Chanam 
20.!Karthik Vasudevan 
21.!Kavita Isvaran 
22.!Madhusudan M. D. 
23.!Meera Oomen 
24.!Mousumi Ghosh 
25.!Nachiket Kelkar 

26.!Nandini Rajamani 
27.!Narayan Sharma 
28.!Natasha Mhatre 
29.!Navendu Page 
30.!Nikita Zachariah 
31.!Nitin Rai 
32.!Prachi Mehta 
33.!Pranav Chanchani 
34.!Priya Davidar 
35.!Priya Tamma 
36.!Rajah Jayapal 
37.!Ramana Athreya 
38.!Ravichandra Mondreti 
39.!Rishi Sharma 
40.!Robert C John 
41.!Sampath Seneviratne 
42.!Sandhya Sekar 
43.!Sreejith Radhakrishnan 
44.!Sripathi Kandula 
45.!Sumanta Bagchi 
46.!Sunetro Ghosal 
47.!Sutirtha Datta 
48.!Ullasa Kodandaramaiah 
49.!Vinatha Viswanathan 
50.!Vivek Nityananda 

 
 
STUDENT PRESENTATION JUDGES 
 
Talks  
1.! Amanda Vincent 
2.! Diogo Verissimo 
3.! Narayan Sharma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Posters 
1.! Rajkamal Goswami 
2.! Ranjini Murali 
3.! Shashank Srinivasan  
4.! Swati Sidhu 
5.! Varun Goswami 
6.! Vijaykumar, SP 
7.! Hari Sridhar 
8.! Jahanavi Joshi 
9.! Karthik Teegalapalli 
10.!Mousumi Ghosh 
11.!Priyanka Runwal 
12.!Kulbhushansingh Suryawanshi 
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VOLUNTEERS 
 
Ashoka Trust for Research in 
Ecology and the Environment 

1.! Sudeshna Chakraborty 
2.! Rathnavel Pandian T 
3.! Soumya 
4.! Rani Monica Saggare 
5.! Chetan Misher 
6.! Nobin Raja 
7.! Raghav Pavan 
8.! Vani Sreekanta 
9.! Shruthi J 

 
Centre for Wildlife Studies  

10.!Sahila Kudalkar 
 
Dakshin Foundation 

11.!Ishaan Khot 
12.!Hugo Francisco de Souza 
13.!Trisha Gupta 
14.!Mahaboob Khan 

 
Ensyde 

15.!Ismail A. 
 
Centre for Ecological Sciences (IISc) 

16.!Divya B 
17.!Ananya Jana 
18.!Kunal Arekar 
19.!Shruti Sengupta 
20.!Ritobroto Chanda 
21.!Kasturi Saha 
22.!Shamik Roy 
23.!Debarshi Dasgupta 
24.!Priyanka Ambavane 
25.!Sathish D 
26.!Nikhil More 
27.!Satyajeet Gupta 
28.!Anusha Kumble 
29.!Vibhuti 
30.!Vivek Suranse 
31.!Kesang Bhutia 
32.!Vignesh Venkateshwaran 
33.!Upasana Sarraju 

 
MRDG (IISc) 

34.!Subhash K 
 

Undergrad Program (IISc) 
35.!Aditya Iyer 
36.!Pooja Nathan 

 
Independent 

37.!Anuradha C 
 
National Centre for Biological 
Sciences 

38.!Anubhab 
39.!Abhinav Tyagi 
40.!Catherin 
41.!Varsha NT 
42.!Vibhav Joshi 
43.!Tara Rajendran 
44.!Chagsaaldulam-

Odonjavkhlan 
45.!Nandita Nataraj 
46.!Bela Arora 
47.!Rupsy Khurana 
48.!Gopal Khanal 
49.!Ashwin Bhat 
50.!Shriranjani Iyer 
51.!Abhirup Khara 
52.!Minoti Asher 

 
Nature Conservation Foundation 

53.!Srinivasan K 
54.!Rakhee Karumbaya 
55.!Harman Kour 

 
Wildlife Institute of India 

56.!Paromita Ray 
 
IISER (Pune) 

57.!Prashastha Mishra 
 
St. Joseph’s College 

58.!Kevin Davis  
59.!Nayana Shree. G 
60.!Bhumika. P 
61.!Aishwarya C. A. 
62.!Rahul Mishra 
63.!Sanjay S 
64.!Annie Megan Santamaria 
65.!Parinisha L  
66.!Divya S 
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Pondicherry University 

67.!Tanmay Wagh 
 
R V College of Engineering 

68.!Rakshith R 

 
University Visvesvaraya College of 
Engineering 

69.!Darshan K 
70.!Rohith 

 
 

The enthusiastic army of volunteers at SCCS-Bengaluru 2017,  
along with a few members of the Organising Committee & the Conference Administrator 

 

 
Hard at work and never 

without a smile on their faces! 
 

 
Our hardworking volunteers are  

pros at multitasking 
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KEY SERVICE PROVIDERS 
 
Website Maintenance 
Shivanandan Lakshmanan (Greenpeace, India) 
Gokul Bhirman (Freelancer, website support) 
 
Accommodation 
IISc Guest houses 
Jawahar Guest house 
Indian Academy of Sciences, Jalahalli Guest House 
 
Workshop Venues 
Various IISc departments: ICER, IPC, CES, MRDG, CiSTUP, Mechanical 
Engineering, Materials Engineering, Choksi Hall, Instrumentation & Applied 
Physics 
 
Catering 
Shakun (Food Vision) 
 
Travel Agent 
N. Mohamadi (Milesworth Travels & Tours Pvt. Ltd.) 
 
Local Transport 
Amrutha Tours & Travels 
Kaviya City Taxi 
 
Filming and video editing 
Rsquare 
 
Conference Artwork and Design 
Ipsa Jain (IpsaWonders) 
 
Online Registration 
DoAttend (www.doattend.com) 
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OTHER SUPPORT 
 
1)! Mentors for student-talks: 

a)! Aniruddha Marathe (ATREE)  
b)! Aparna Agarwal (NCBS) 
c)! Aparna Lajmi (CES, IISc) 
d)! Harish Prakash (CES, IISc) 
e)! Krishnapriya Tamma (CES, IISc)  
f)! Sandeep Pulla (CES, IISc)  
g)! Viraj Torsekar (CES, IISc) 

 
2)! Conservation Careers session: 

a)! Curation:  
i)! Krishnapriya Tamma, Arshiya Bose, Vena Kapoor 

b)! Panelists:  
i)! Amanda Vincent 
ii)! Bijal Vachharajani  
iii)!Deep Contractor 
iv)!Ravi Chellam 
v)! Robin Vijayan 
vi)!Kalyan Varma 
vii)!Abhijit Zacharia 
viii)! Kulbhushansingh Suryavanshi 

 
3)! Birds of a Feather networking session:  

Krishnapriya Tamma, Abinand Reddy, Debarshi Dasgupta 
4)! ArtEcology Team:  

Veena Basavarajaiah, Abhisheka Krishnagopal, Vignesh V. 
5)! Film Screening “Manas – Return of the Giants”: Praveen Singh 
6)! Bird walks at IISc: Ramit Singal 
7)! Loris walks at IISc:  

Urban Slender Loris Project Team � (Arun V., Rajeev B., Vidisha K., Hari 
Prakash, Sheshadri, Soumya K. V.) 

8)! Tree walk at IISc: Navendu Page �  
9)! Silent Auction: Shreekant Deodhar, Shruti Sengupta, Divya B, Rakhee 
10)!Schedule designing: Trisha Gupta 
11)!Social media: Vignesh V., Shakthi Sritharan 
12)!On-site finance desk: Smita Prabhakar, M. Shivakumar, Shivani Jain (Nature 

Conservation Foundation) 
 
We also thank the host institutions of SCCS-Bengaluru 2017 (Centre for 
Ecological Sciences, IISc; National Centre for Biological Sciences, Nature 
Conservation Foundation, Foundation for Ecological Security and Greenpeace 
India) for all the institutional support that they have provided. 
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SCHEDULE 
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