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OVERVIEW  
 
The Student Conference on Conservation Science (SCCS) ð Bengaluru 2015 was 
held from September 8th - 11th, bringing together students and young 
researchers in the science and practice of biodiversity conservation. SCCS first 
originated in Cambridge 16 years ago. The first SCCS sister conference began in 
Bengaluru, moving on to become an annual event since 2010. Today, there are 
SCCS sister conferences the world over in Beijing, Brisbane, New York and 
Tihany.  
 
SCCS-Bengaluru facilitates interaction, encourages exchange of research ideas 
and methods, sharing of knowledge and experience related to conserving 
wildlife and helps build contacts and capacity. Our geographic focus is countries 
from Af rica, South and South-East Asia. This year, we had 400 participants with 
33 foreign participants from 11 countries. The largest contingent of foreign 
participants was from Sri Lanka.   
 
The conference was a four-day affair, with Day 1 featuring long worksh ops 
(09:00 to 16:00), followed by Ben Mirinõs public SkyIsland Beatbox performance 
and the Ravi Sankaran Memorial lecture by Dr. T. R. Shankar Raman. SCCS 2015 
was inaugurated by Drs. Satyajit Mayor , Director , National Centre for Biological 
Sciences and Renee Borges, Chairperson, Centre for Ecological Sciences, IISc. We 
had 7 plenary talks, 15 student talks, 71 student posters, and 46 workshops this 
year. Bird walks and Loris walks were conducted early in the morning and late 
evenings on IISc campus for the first time .  These walks were very popular 
amongst the conference participants.  
 
SCCS-Bengaluru is unique in that it is organized by a consortium of institutions 
and supported by a much wider set of institutions and individuals. This model 
has enabled us to run the conference efficiently, to control costs and draw upon a 
wide and diverse range of expertise and resources.  
 

 
Study locations of SCCS 2015 participants 
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PLENARY TALKS  
 
Our plenary speakers this year were  

(a) T. R. Shankar Raman, a senior conservation scientist with Nature 
Conservation Foundation , who delivered the Fourth Ravi Sankaran Memorial 
Lecture, during which he shared his experiences in forest restoration in the 
Anamalai Hills of the Western Ghats;   

(b) James D. Nichols, who talked about how science can help with 
conservation on the ground by introducing everyone to a quantitatively rigorous, 
adaptive management strategy;  

(c) Krushnamegh Kunte, from the National Centre for Biological Sciences, 
who talked about retaining a sense of wonder for nature, and his passion -- 
butterflies;  

(d) Sudha Vasan, from the University of Delhi, who asked how the 
increased movement of people and materials within India affects today's villages;  

(e) Kanchi Kohli, a researcher and activist, who elucidated  the conflicting 
aims of development and environmental management;  

(f) Uma Ramakrishnan, from the National Centre for Biological Sciences, 
who unraveled the mysterious relationships between DNA, ancient history, 
movement and conservation in animals; and  

(g) Jairam Ramesh, former Minister of Environment and Forests, talked 
about climate change and Indian policies.  
 
Videos of these plenary talks will be made available online on the SCCS-
Bengaluru YouTube Channel.  
 
 
 

     
  Jairam Ramesh delivering the        A student in the audience         Sudha Vasan talking  
  final plenary talk of the                          asks a question                 about migration, r urality  
  conference ôTowards Paris and                                                              and social ecology 
  A fter: The Climate  Challengeõ 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCajLBJAeQUZUfsVlTE_WlPA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCajLBJAeQUZUfsVlTE_WlPA
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ABSTRACT SUBMISSION AND REVIEW  
 
We received a record of 150 abstract submissions! Each abstract was evaluated by 
at least three external reviewers. We selected 85 abstracts for the conference that 
were assessed to be of fairly good quality. Of these, we selected 15 from diverse 
locations and fields to be presented as student talks, while the remaining were 
selected for student posters.  
 
The list of abstract reviewers is given later in  this report. We sincerely thank 
them for their help and support.  
 
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
 
We continued with the tradition of having a single talk session (no parallel 
sessions) at a time with 15 minutes allotted for each student talk. Students gave 
presentations on a variety of topics, including habitat use by leopards in India, 
movement of the greater flamingo along the southern coast of India, mass 
nesting behaviour in Olive Ridley turtles in Odisha, human-wildlife conflict in 
different contexts and examining how official documentation has represented 
forest areas in Meghalaya. While these are highlights of talks on research by 
Indian students, talks by students from Sri Lanka, Papua New Gui nea, Benin, 
and Nepal were also scheduled. Rodrigue Castro Gbedomon from Benin in West 
Africa elaborated about a case study, which showed that community based forest 
management with involvement of NGOs could be effective in improving 
economic conditions of people on the borders, while at the same time improving 
forest conditions. Soumya Chintani from Sri Lanka, spoke about the effect of 
Mimosa pigra, one of the worst invasive species in the world, in Sri Lanka. The 
weed was introduced into Sri Lanka from Au stralia, when the government 
imported some hydropower equipment. She found that in spite of awareness 
programme about the weed, people have not been following instructions 
regarding how to eradicate the plant, which has in turn favoured its spread.  
 
There were 70 student posters on display on different interesting topics such as 
the effect of introduced chital on forest vegetation communities in the Andaman 
islands, assessment of cheetah prey base outside protected areas in Southern 
Kenya, and the role of natural habitat affecting pollinator interactions in an 
urbaniz ed landscape.  
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Student talks 
 

    
 
Student poster sessions  
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AT SCCS 2015  
 
Increasing public awareness about conservation issues is a mainstay of the 
conference -- and an important way in which it differs from other conferences. 
The evening plenary talks by T. R. Shankar Raman, Krushnamegh Kunte, Kanchi 
Kohli and Jairam Ramesh were open to the public. These talks were announced 
widely through  posters within Bengaluru an d also on social media. 
 
We had Ben Mirin, a beatboxer from Brooklyn, New York, USA bring a unique 
dimension to conservation at the Art & Conservation session on Day 1. 
Beatboxing is a form of music made purely from the human vocal chords. Ben 
enthralled t he audience with a performance that was a "fusion between birdsong 
and the beatboxó. This performance was a part of his ôSky Island Beatboxõ project 
along with collaborators V.V. Robin and Prasenjeet Yadav, from the National 
Centre for Biological Sciences. Benõs public event at SCCS was publicized on the 
SCCS website, SCCS social media handles, as well as by the three collaborators in 
print media and on Radio Fever. 
 
We screened a short film ôEastern Himalaya: Ancient Risks ð Future Threatsõ by 
Sandesh Kadur before Jairam Rameshõs public talk on Day 4. This powerful 20-
minute film showcases the rapidly changing conditions in the Eastern Himalayan 
mountain range ð in terms of climate, population growth, and unplanned 
economic development. It presents a kaleidoscope of arresting images, from 
mountain vistas and wildlife facing the devastating after-effects of landslides and 
industrial earth -moving machinery that are transforming these extraordinary 
landscapes. Underlying the sumptuous imagery is an urgent message that cannot 
fail to move anyone interested in mountains, environmental change, climate, and 
development. 
This year, SCCS has been especially active on social media -- Facebook and 
Twitter. Contests were organised, in collaboration with our media partner , Gubbi 
Labs, which engaged participants before they came to the conference. 
 

        
     Beatboxer Ben Mirin at the Art &                              Film Screening on Day 4 
             Conservation session  
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WHOõS WHO IN CONSERVATION  
 
The Who's Who in Conservation session provides a platform for conservation 
agencies including NGOs, research institutions and university departments to 
showcase their work. This session provides an opportunity for conference 
participants to learn about the work of these agencies as well as discuss possible 
career opportunities and collaborative work.  
 
This year, we had 18 Whoõs Who participants, with a mix of conservation action 
groups, NGOs, magazines and research institutions: 
 

1. Ecologics  
2. WILD OTTERS  
3. ENVIS Centre on Avian Ecology at Bombay Natural History Society   
4. Shen - Snow Leopard Enterprises, part of Nature Conservation 

Foundation   
5. Indian Foundation for Butterflies   
6. Kenneth Anderson Nature Society  
7. Nature Conservation Foundation    
8. Foundation for Ecological Security   
9. Ravi Sankaran Fellowship 
10. Wildlife Conservation Society -India Program   
11. National Institute of Advanced Studies  
12. Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
13. Dakshin Foundation   
14. Applied Environmental Research Foundation   
15. Current Conservation   
16. Wildlife Conserv ation Trust   
17. Dragonfly India  
18. Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology, University of Kent  

 

                  
                                  Whoõs Who in Conservation at SCCS 2015 
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WORKSHOPS  
 
The skill -based and capacity building workshops offere d at SCCS have always 
been the highlight of the  conference. This year we had 14 long workshops, and 32 
short workshops. Long workshops were held from 09:00 - 16:00 on Day 1 of 
SCCS, while the short workshops were conducted from 14:00 - 16:30 on the 
remaini ng three days. We made it a point to have at least one workshop every  
day, with no cap on the number of participants.  
 
In order to expand the range of workshops offered at SCCS, there was a call for 
workshop proposals on our website as well as social media handles. Twenty four  
workshops were new and conducted  for the first time this year  and have been 
highlighted in the list  of workshops on the following pages .  
 
A majority of the workshops received tremendous positive feedback from 
participants. An overw helming 88% of participants found that attending 
workshops of their choice enhanced their understanding of the subject and/or 
equipped them with additional skill sets.  
 

 
Neha Sinhaõs workshop on Advocacy for Conservation 
 

    
The practical workshop on  Animal Handling Techniques was extremely popular  
with students  
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S. 
No. 

LONG WORKSHOPS  RESOURCE PERSONS 

1 Study design in ecology and 
conservation 

Advait Edgaonkar and Kavita Isvaran  

2 Advanced conservation genetics Shomita Mukherjee, Subhankar 
Chakraborty and Vishnupriya 
Kolipakam  

3 The nitty -gritty of writing and 
presenting research 

Yateendra Joshi 

4 Introduction to GIS and Remote 
Sensing using Quantum GIS 

Ravi Bhalla and Srinivas 
Vaidyanathan  

5 Social and Ecological Dimensions 
of Freshwater Biodiver sity 
Conservation 

Jagdish Krishnaswamy, Nachiket 
Kelkar, Tarun Nair  

6 Animal Handling Techniques  Uma Ramakrishnan, V.V. Robin, 
Vivek Ramachandran, Varad Giri, 
Ishan Agarwal, Krishnapriya Tamma, 
C.K Vishnudas, Nishma Dahal  

7 Google Earth Engine Hands-on 
Workshop NEW 

Noel Gorelick  

8 Bird Ringing for Science & 
Conservation NEW 

Farah Ishtiaq 

9 Framing Conservation Education 
in the context of Conservation 
Practice: a vital component NEW 

Anand Pendharkar, Ian Bride  

10 The Science of Scientific Writing 
NEW 

Karthik Ramaswamy  

11 The Kodagu Game ð Interactive 
models for Conservation Policy 
Development and Testing NEW 

Swen Bos 

12 Ecological Monitoring of Tropical 
Insect Diversity: Field and Lab 
Techniques NEW 

Krushnamegh Kunte  

13 Inferences for Animal 
Populatio ns: Basics of Capture-
recapture and Occupancy 
Modeling  NEW 

James D. Nichols 

14 Seeing the political in the 
ecological: Applying social 
science ideas and methods to 
conservation issues NEW 

Adam Jadhav, Nitin Rai  
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S. 
No. 

SHORT WORKSHOPS  RESOURCE PERSONS 

1 How R you doing? Using the R 
platform for managing and 
analyzing ecological datasets 

Raman Kumar, Soumya Prasad 

2 Thinking quantitatively  Suhel Quader 

3 Making effective presentations Yateendra Joshi 

4 Graphics and visualisation in R  Divya Vasudev  

5 Language and Ecology ð 
Communicating Nature Through 
Local Languages 

P. Jeganathan and S. Theodore 
Baskaran 

6 Applications of molecular 
phylogenetics in conservation 
biology  

K. Praveen Karanth 

7 Publication ethics T.A. Abinandanan  

8 Getting the Measure of Diversity: 
A Macro -ecological Perspective 

Kartik Shanker, Navendu Page, SP 
Vijaykumar, Varun Torsekar  

9 Observational study of animal 
behaviour and its importance for 
animal conservation 

Nishant M.S, Shreekanth Deodhar, 
Sreedhar Vijayakrishnan 

10 Trust, Instinct, Common sense: 
Managing people & teams 

Gopakumar Menon and Vena Kapoor  

11 Elements of effective study design Advait Edgaonkar and Kavita Isvaran  

12 An introduction to conservation 
genetics 

Shomita Mukherjee and Subhankar 
Chakraborty, Vishnupriy a Kollipakam  

13 Landscape genetics Uma Ramakrishnan, Srinivas 
Vaidyanathan and Prachi Thatte 

14 Introduction to basic photography  Prasenjeet Yadav 

15 How to tell a conservation story  Pavithra Sankaran 

16 Conservation story -telling with 
images 

Kalyan Varma 

17 The challenge of coordinating 
conservation for Asiaõs Critically 
Endangered Vultures. Lessons 
and application for other 
conservation examples 

Chris Bowden 

18 Contribution of science in conflict 
management NEW 

Meena Venkataraman, R. 
Padmawathe, M. Ananda Kumar  

19 ôData entryõ as an academic 
process: basics of data 
management and organizationNEW 

Aniruddha Marathe, Nachiket Kelkar  
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20 Business & Biodiversity - working 
with businesses for conservation 
in India NEW 

Yashada Kulkarni, Akshay Nachane, 
Prachiti Mule  

21 An Introduction to Popular 
Science Writing NEW 

Sandhya Sekar 

22 What's behind a scientific article? 
What can 
sociological/ethnographic studies 
tell us about doing science and of 
writing a scientific paper? NEW 

Pankaj Sekhsaria, John Matthew 

23 Mobile Field Data Collection 
using OpenDataKit (ODK) NEW 

Ujaval Gandhi  

24 Principles of Monitoring 
Ecological Populations and 
Communities: Why, What and 
How? NEW 

James D. Nichols 

25 What is chemical ecology? NEW Shannon Olsson, Radhika Venkatesan 

26 Freshwater Fish Conservation: 
Concepts, Techniques and 
Strategies NEW 

V. V. Binoy, Rajeev Raghavan, 
Neelesh Dahanukar, Neethi Mahesh, 
Unmesh Katwate, Siby Philip  

27 Can conditional approvals and 
legal compliance help achieve 
better conservation outcomes?" 
NEW 

Kanchi Kohli  

28 Seeing the political in the 
ecological: Applying social 
science ideas and methods to 
conservation issues (abbreviated 
version) NEW 

Adam Jadhav, Nitin Rain  

29 Ecological Monitoring and 
Conservation of Tropical Insect 
Biodiversity NEW 

Krushnamegh Kunte  

30 Workshop: An introduction to 
eBird and eBirding NEW 

P. Jeganathan, Rohit Chakravarty, 
Garima Bhatia, Raman Kumar 

31 Advocacy for Conservation NEW Neha Sinha 

32 Working with the Press NEW Neha Sinha 
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COLLABORATIVE EVENTS AT SC CS 2015 
 
Ravi Sankaran Memorial Lecture 
 
Ravi Sankaran was one of Indiaõs leading field biologists and ornithologists, who 
passed away suddenly in 2009. He had worked on birds all over India, from the 
northeast to the Andamans to the deserts of Rajasthan. In his honour, Ravi 
Sankaran Memorial Lectures have been held annually  since 2012 as part of SCCS-
Bengaluru.  
 
The Ravi Sankaran Foundation and Inlaks Foundation along with SCCS-
Bengaluru jointly hosted the fourth Ravi Sankaran Memorial Lecture, which was 
delivered by T. R. Shankar Raman. 
 
Ravi Sankaran - Inlaks Fellows' Meet - 7th September 2015 
 
A one-day meeting was organized to get the recipients of the Ravi Sankaran 
Inlaks fellowship since 2010 to meet each other, discuss their work and their 
ideas about conservation and to interact with senior conservation practitioners. 
This meeting was held at the National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bengaluru, 
just ahead of SCCS and was attended by 11 Ravi Sankaran Inlaks fellows. 
 
Post-conference trip to Bheemeshwari Nature & Adventure Camp ð 12th 
September 2015 
 
A post-conference day trip to Bheemeshwari Nature and Adventure Camp was 
organized on September 12, 2015, in association with Jungle Lodges & Resorts 
(JLR). 50 conference participants and 6 volunteers went on this trip. Activities at 
the nature camp included a brief introduction to the landscape and the history of 
the camp, an hour-long walk through the forest with forest guards during which 
they learnt about the diverse flora and fauna of the region, and bird watching. 
Participants were excited to spot giant squirrels, hornbills, emerald doves and 
otters. The highlight of the trip was a coracle ride, where participants came up 
close with mugger crocodiles in the Bheemeshwari River. Jungle Lodges and 
Resorts hosted this visit by SCCS participants and it included the various 
activities, lunch and snacks.  Participants returned to Bengaluru the same 
evening. 
 
The trip received an overwhelming positive response from all participants who 
signed up for it.  
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Coracle ride on the Bheemeshwari River 
 

 
Participants at the post-conference trip to Bheemeshwari Nature & A dventure 
Camp  



15 
 

NEW AT SCCS 2015 
 
BIRD WALKS 
 
Early morning bird walks on the I ISc campus were conducted on Days 2 to 4 of 
SCCS-2015. There was an average of 30 enthusiastic participants each day, who 
were split into groups lead by volunteers from the Nature Conservation 
Foundation, Centre for Ecological Sciences (IISc) and SRM University. Groups 
spotted an average of 18 bird species each day. Greenish warblers, common 
winter migrants to peninsular India, having arrived, were heard on a couple of 
mornings.  
 
LORIS WALKS 
 
By popular demand, volunteers from the Urban Slender Loris Project (USLP) 
conducted loris walks on the IISc campus on Days 3 and 4. The slender loris is a 
small nocturnal primate found only in Sri Lanka and Southern India. They are 
arboreal and require continuous forest canopy. A large proportion of the slender 
loris population in Bengaluru is found on IISc campus. There was a tremendous 
response to the loris walk, with over 70 registrations on Day 3. Participants were 
split into groups led by USLP core members and volunteers. Most groups 
managed to sight lorises by their characteristic ôeyeshineõ and loris calls were 
heard throughout th e walk. 
 
 

                    
  Early morning bird                             Participants assemble for the late 
         walk at IISc                                          evening loris walk at IISc  
(Photo: Arun Chikkamarappa)  
 
 
 


